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NOTICE 

Vitraiiie Cement Coating zvas formerly known as 
Fitralite Cement Undercoating } ' ' being widely usee/ as 
an underrating for Fitralite^ the Long-Life IFliite 
Enamel j on cement and concrete. However ', on account 
of its general use as a fnal coating, as well as an under- 
coating for Fitralite, we have given it the name of 
'Fitraliie Cement Coating." 



Solving the Problem of Finishing 
Cement Walls 

A New Method 

WITH the greater spread of knowledge to every phase 
of general building construction, shop practice 
and upkeep, owners of large industrial plants, 
public buildings and residences, are getting together 
with their painters and architects, selecting the finish 
for the cement walls of these buildings on the same 
basis that they select tool steel or machines. Efficiency 
and depreciation are being considered as well as first cost. 
Just as the tool steel, which is cheapest per pound, may 
really be the most expensive because of more frequent re- 
sharpening required by the tools — just as the cheap machine 
may be most costly because of smaller output and greater cost 
for repair, so the "cheapest per gallon" finishes for cement 
walls have been demonstrated time and again to be most 
expensive in final cost. In line with this advanced thought 
the Vitralite method of finishing walls, although compara- 
tively new, has made rapid strides. 

Anyone who has had even a little experience, knows that 
the finishing of cement, concrete and stucco walls is a finish- 
ing problem that will not admit of ordinary treatment. 

After years of research, Pratt & Lambert-Inc. have pro- 
duced Vitralite Cement Coating — a flat drying white 
coating, that exhaustive tests have proven to resist the dis- 
coloring and deteriorating action of alkali in cement. 
Vitralite Cement Coating is made from a very opaque, 
non-porous pigment and a water-proof liquid, which makes 
it highly resistant to alkali and very penetrating, so that it 
thoroughly fills the pores of the cement, concrete or stucco. 

Vitralite Cement Coating has been many times 
proven to resist the severe action of alkali on the walls of 
large industrial buildings. Not one case of dissatisfaction 
— not a single instance where it has failed to fulfill the 
requirements for which it was designed has arisen. It 
seems safe then to say that Vitralite Cement Coating 
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will meet the everyday conditions met with in finishing 
cement, concrete and stucco walls. It does not become dis- 
colored and converted into a lifeless, soapy finish by the 
alkaline solution in the cement, as do other finishes — 
neither does it blister nor deteriorate because of moisture 
coming through. 

A Porcelain-Like Finish 

While Vitralite Cement Coating is highly water- 
proof in itself, when used in connection with Vitralite, the 
Long-Life White Enamel, a finish is produced that almost 
rivals porcelain in its washable, water-proof, water-resisting 
properties. Vitralite gives a closely knit, compact finish of 
maximum durability, that will outlast paint on interior or 
exterior work. It resists gases, extreme heat and cold, steam, 
every severe condition of industrial use and the abuse of the 
elements on exterior work. It withstands repeated washing 
without loss of gloss or durability and does not absorb dirt 
like white paint or flat wall paints. // a/ways stays pure 
white — cuts clown the lighting cost of the building. 

A Perfect Finish for Plaster and Keene's Cement 

Forming such a beautiful, durable and economical surface 
on cement, concrete and stucco, the Vitralite method is 
naturally a perfect finish for ordinary plaster or Keene's 
cement walls. 

A?i Ideal Exterior Finish 

Vitralite Cement Coating and Vitralite are equally 
as well adapted for outside walls of cement, concrete or 
stucco as for interior use, as Vitralite has been repeatedly 
proven to outlast paint, varnish or ordinary enamel finish 
on exterior work. 

Retards Disintegration of Exterior Stucco 

Vitralite Cement Coating is particularly well adapted 
for stucco. It overcomes the cold color of stucco, 
protects it and retards disintegration. It gives a water-proof 
finish that prevents corroding of metal lath, unsanitary 
interior walls and spoiled interior finishes. 




SOME FACTORIES WHERE VITRALITE CEMENT COATING AND VITIj 
That Vitralite Cement Coating and Vitralite, the Long-Life White Enamel, will efficient^ 
of hearty commendation from the officials of the above plants. Read these letters 




K.XI.ITK WERE USED, AND WHAT OFFICIALS SAY ABOUT RESULTS 
tly meet the conditions met with in practically all factory use, is borne out by the letters 
i!k\\ are full of valuable information for any man with similar problems to solve 
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The Shortcomings of Most Finishes 

Ordinary paints fail because they encounter chemical 
conditions which they do not meet with on any other work. 
They also turn yellow. 

Special coatings, flat wall paints, mill whites or 
"industrial" enamels (which are usually nothing more nor 
less than cheap enamels) sometimes designed for the purpose, 
have only too often been found inadequate. They lack 
durability, and being made from lithopone, will frequently 
turn gray in strong sunlight. Calcium hydrate, a strong 
alkaline solution formed from uncombined lime in the 
Portland cement used in cement and concrete work, dis- 
colors the coating with disfiguring tobacco brown streaks 
and blotches by converting the oil in the finish into a soap- 
like substance. This destroys the water-proof, washable 
qualities of most coatings so that they readily disintegrate. 
Every purpose for which the finish is applied is defeated. 

Neutralizing solutions, such as sulphate of zinc and water, 
are effective only as far as they can penetrate into the surface, 
and have no effect on the alkali which is deeper in the 
cement. As the cost of such an application is great, owners 
will welcome any material which will make its use 
unnecessary. 

How to be Sure Before You Start 

Before finishing any building where a considerable 
quantity of material will be used, it is decidedly worth while 
to make comparative tests. By spreading a gallon of each of 
the cement coating materials under consideration, on the walls 
of a building, a good check can be obtained on covering 
capacity, easy working qualities or time taken to apply, 
opacity and finish. When the cement coatings are dry, by 
spreading a half gallon of the enamels under consideration 
over their respective cement coatings, a similar check on 
the enamels can be obtained. 

Vitralite Cement Coating and Vitralite will be found 
to cover one-third to one-half more surface than flat wall 
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paints, mill whites and industrial enamels, and can be 
applied approximately one-third faster. One coat of Vitra- 
lite Cement Coating and one coat of Vitralite will be 
shown to have the same opacity as three coats of other 
materials. 

A good idea of the alkali-resisting qualities of the various 
cement coatings can be obtained by finishing one side of 
cement blocks, purposely made with two per cent, excess 
lime, with two coats of the cement coatings. Place them un- 
finished side down in a trough of water. Leave them there 
for a few days and then note the condition of the paint 
film. Flat wall paints and cheap cement coatings you will 
note have become soft and soapy and can readily be washed 
off. Vitralite Cement Coating will be found to be un- 
affected by the alkaline solution. 

As a final measure, a weather test may prove interesting. 
In this event the cement blocks should be finished with a 
coat of the cement coatings and a coat of the enamels 
under consideration and placed out of doors at an angle of 
45 degrees, facing a southern exposure. 

Investigate the Economy 

Compared with other finishes, the real economy of Vit- 
ralite walls becomes apparent. Considering that labor costs 
60 per cent, of the average job, it is at once apparent that 
while white-wash and cold water paints are low in cost of 
material, they are expensive in the long run, because they 
require constant refinishing, while having little to recom- 
mend them. 

Upon looking into the economy of material and labor 
effected by using Vitralite, we find some startling facts. 
On a contract amounting to $400 for example, the additional 
cost of Vitralite walls, granting performances of materials 
equal (which actually they are not) would only be $20 or 
S30 over inferior materials. For such a small amount, 
when two-thirds of the cost of the job pays for labor, it is 
only practical economy and good business to have Vitralite 
satisfaction and efficiency. 



Specifications 

General Precautions 
Where a "wash" coat of cement has previously been 
applied, it must not be finished over, as it does not bind 
itself to the concrete, and when it is coated over with the 
cement coating, will frequently peel and chip off, 
leaving the walls badly marred. Where a cement wash has 
been used, the surface should be rubbed with a wire or 
other coarse brush, and thoroughly dusted off. Any cement 
to be finished properly should be hard, so that in scraping 
with a putty knife it will not loosen up any appreciable 
amount of cement. It is always advisable to have the cement 
set as long as possible before applying the finish, so that it 
may become thoroughly hard and dry. Vitralite Cement 
Coating has been used with perfect success on damp 
or even wet surfaces, although we do not encourage its use 
under such conditions. If thinned properly, it will dry 
and harden up in a satisfactory manner. Under extreme 
conditions such as this, more time should be given the 
coating to dry and harden. 

hiterior and Exterior IVork 
For use on cement, concrete, stucco, plaster, Keene's 
cement, brick and stone, one or more coats of Vitralite 
Cement Coating, as may be necessary to # thoroughly 
cover, should be used as described below. This will give a 
durable, washable, flat finish; but where the finest results 
and a gloss finish are desired, we recommend that this be 
followed with one or more coats of Vitralite (Gloss). 

On coarse cement or brick where two coats of Vitralite 
Cement Coating are used, the first coat of cement 
coating should be thinned 10 to 20 per cent, with pure 
turpentine, and the second coat should be used just as it 
comes from the can and brushed out well. Where only one 
coat of cement coating is used, it should be applied just as it 
comes from the can. It should be applied with a wide, 
clean brush, keeping the brush full and flowing it out, 
brushing only enough to settle it into place and not for the 
purpose of extending it. 



Three or four days, or more, should be allowed for the 
final coat of cement coating to dry before applying Vitralite. 
The harder and dryer the cement coating before Vit- 
ralite is applied, the less -it will soak up the finishing coat 
of enamel and the greater will be the gloss and body. 

Old Work 
If the old whitewash, calcimine, cold water paint or oil 
paint finish is in good condition, it should be dusted off to 
remove any loose dust, then given a coat of Vitralite Cement 
Coating, applied straight, not thinned, and where a gloss 
finish is desired, one coat of Vitralite (Gloss). If two coats 
of cement coating are applied, such as over a colored sur- 
face, first coat should be thinned 20 per cent., just as for 
new work. If the old finish is in poor condition it should 
be removed. 

Covering Capacity and Colors 
Pratt & Lambert Vitralite Cement Coating will cover 
about 300 square feet per gallon. Vitralite covers about 
500 square feet per gallon, over cement. However, 
these figures will vary, depending upon the porosity of 
the surface. 

Both Vitralite Cement Coating and Vitralite are made 
in the white, but any desired shade can be obtained by 
mixing in color ground in japan. Where the quantity to be 
used is sufficiently large, any shade selected will be made up 
on order, with alkali resisting colors. 

Samples will gladly be sent on request. 
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